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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
The Examiner acknowledges the Applicant's cancellation of claims 9-16, and the 
addition of new claims 17-27. Regarding the new claims, the Applicant submits that Gutowitz 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,219,73 1) and Salm (U.S. Patent No. 5,991,396 to Salm et al.), presented in the 
previous Office Action, fail to teach a preselection window that simultaneously displays a 
plurality of characters, as recited in the claimed invention. In response, the Examiner notes that 
the U.S. Patent of Kraft (U.S. Patent No. 6,487,424 to Kraft et al.), which was cited in the 
previous Office Action, teaches such a preselection, as is shown further below. The Applicant's 
arguments have thus been considered, but are moot in view of the following new grounds of 
rejection, which are required in response to the Applicants addition of new claims 17-27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an apphcation for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 17-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,487,424, which is attributed to Kraft et al. (and hereafter referred to as "Kraft")- In general, 
Kraft presents a method for inputting alphanumeric characters into a portable communication 
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terminal, such as a cell phone, in which a plurality of candidate characters are simultaneously 
listed on the display screen of the terminal, and may be selected for input into a user-entered 
character string (for example, see column 1, lines 7-51; and the Ust of candidate characters, 
reference number 22, in figure 3). Such a list of candidate characters, being separated and 
demarcated from the rest of the displayed content (for example, see the list of candidate 
characters, reference number 22, in figure 3), is considered a "preselection window" like that of 
the claimed invention. 

Specifically regarding claim 1, Kraft discloses that the user may navigate through the list 
of candidate characters via depressible roller wheel (for example, see column 1, lines 52-59), or 
alternatively, via a navigation key having "step-up/step-down" functionality (for example, see 
column 2, lines 50-62). Accordingly, each candidate character's position in the list is indicative 
of a number of keystrokes for the character, or more specifically, the number of keystrokes 
required to navigate to the character in the list. Upon navigation to a particular character, the 
user may select the character for entrance into a user-entered character string by depressing the 
roller wheel (for example, see column 1, lines 30-59), or if a navigation key having step-up/step- 
down functionality provides the navigation means, the user may select the character with a 
second key, e.g. a soft key (for example, see column 2, lines 50-62). In response to being 
selected, the character is displayed within the user-entered character string, which is within an 
inputted region of the display (for example, see figure 3, in addition to column 6, line 66 - 
column 7, line 8). After each character is selected, the order of characters within the navigation 
window may be altered, by having characters with a higher probability of being entered listed 
first, in order to provide a higher text entry rate (for example, see column 2, lines 1-11; and 
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column 9, line 33 - column 10, line 24). Kraft thus teaches: associating at least one key with a 
plurality of characters, or more specifically, associating a navigation key (i.e. a roller wheel or a 
key with step-up/step-down functionality) and a selection key with a plurality of characters; 
simultaneously displaying the plurality of characters in a preselection window of a display in a 
first manner, i.e. in a first order, indicative of a number of keystrokes for each of the plurality of 
characters, the number of keystrokes for each of the plurality of characters being based on a first 
previously entered character; simultaneously displaying the plurality of characters in the 
preselection window in a second manner, i.e. a second order, indicative of a different number of 
keystrokes for each of the plurality of characters, the different number of keystrokes being for 
each of the plurality of characters being based on a second previously entered character; 
receiving a character selection, by navigating to the character with a navigation key and selecting 
the character with a selection key; and displaying the selected character in an inputted region of 
the display. Accordingly, Kraft is considered to teach a method like that of claim 1, which is for 
inputting alphanumeric characters. 

Concerning claim 18, Kraft discloses that, after a character is selected, the order of 
characters within the navigation window may be altered by having characters with a higher 
probability of being entered listed first, in order to provide a higher text entry rate (for example, 
see column 2, lines 1-1 1; and column 9, line 33 - column 10, line 24). The user may navigate 
through the list of candidate characters via depressible roller wheel (for example, see column 1, 
lines 52-59), or alternatively, via a navigation key having "step-up/step-down" fiinctionality (for 
example, see column 2, lines 50-62). Each candidate character's position in the list is thus 
indicative of a number of keystrokes for the character, or more specifically, the number of 



Application/Control Number: 10/070,852 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2173 

keystrokes required to navigate to the character in the list. Accordingly, Kraft teaches 
simultaneously displaying a plurality of characters in a preselection window in a first manner 
indicative of a number of keystrokes for each of the characters, or more specifically, in an order 
based indicative of a number of keystrokes for each of the characters, as is expressed in claim 18. 

As per claims 19-20, Kraft discloses that within the selection list, a cursor denotes the 
user's designated position (for example, see column 1, lines 30-59). The user moves the cursor 
via the above-described navigation means to a desired character, and inputs the character via the 
above-described selection means (for example, see column 1, lines 30-59). The cursor is thus 
indicative of the number of keystrokes for each character; the fiirther away the cursor is from a 
character, the more keystrokes required to navigate to the character. Accordingly, Kraft teaches 
simultaneously displaying a plurality of characters in a preselection window in a first manner 
indicative of a number of keystrokes for each of the characters, whereby the first manner 
involves a marker, e.g. a cursor, associated with at least one of the plurality of characters, as is 
expressed in claims 19-20. 

Concerning claim 20, Kraft discloses that the plurality of characters in the candidate list, 
i.e. preselection window, may comprise at least one digit and at least one letter (for example, see 
column 7, lines 15-50). 

As per claims 21-22, Kraft discloses that the user may navigate through the list of 
candidate characters, i.e. the preselection window, via depressible roller wheel (for example, see 
column 1, lines 52-59), or alternatively, via a navigation key having "step-up/step-down" 
fijnctionality (for example, see column 2, lines 50-62). Upon navigation to a particular character, 
the user may select the character for entrance into a user-entered character string by depressing 
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the roller wheel only once (for example, see column 1, lines 30-59), or if a navigation key having 
step-up/step-down functionality provides the navigation means, the user may select the character 
by selecting a second key, e.g. a soft key, only once (for example, see column 2, lines 50-62). 
Accordingly, the input of a character within the list requires that a key, e.g. a soft key, associated 
with the character be selected only once. Such input may be repeated to enter a plurality of 
characters, each character being input in response to the successfijl entrance of a previous 
character. Kraft discloses that the plurality of characters in the candidate Ust, i.e. preselection 
window, may comprise at least one digit and at least one letter (for example, see. column 7, lines 
15-50). Accordingly, Kraft teaches that in response to input of a first character, e.g. a first digit 
or letter, the input of a second digit or letter requires that a key associated with the second digit 
or letter be pressed only once, as is expressed in claims 21-22. 

In reference to claim 23, Kraft discloses that, in addition to alphanumeric characters, 
various symbols may be displayed in the candidate list, i.e. preselection window (for example, 
see column 7, lines 1 5-50). The user may navigate through the list of candidate characters in the 
preselection window via depressable roller wheel (for example, see column 1, lines 52-59), or 
alternatively, via a navigation key having "step-up/step-down" fimctionality (for example, see 
column 2, lines 50-62). Upon navigation to a particular character, the user may select the 
character for entrance into a user-entered character string by depressing the roller wheel only 
once (for example, see column 1, lines 30-59), or if a navigation key having step-up/step-down 
fimctionality provides the navigation means, the user may select the character by selecting a 
second key, e.g. a soft key, only once (for example, see column 2, lines 50-62). Accordingly, the 
input of a character within the list requires that a key, e.g. a soft key, associated with the 
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character be selected only once. Kraft thus teaches that symbols may be input as well as 
alphanumeric characters, such that, in response to the input of a first symbol, the input of a 
second symbol requires that a key associated with the second symbol be pressed only once. 

Regarding claims 24 and 26, Kraft teaches associating keys, namely a navigation key 
(e.g. a roller wheel or a navigation key with "step-up/step-down" fiinctionahty) and a selection 
key (e.g. the roller wheel or a soft key), with a plurality of characters within a candidate list, such 
that the user may select the characters within the list using the keys, as is described above. 
Specifically, the user may navigate through the list of candidate characters, considered a 
preselection window, via depressible roller wheel (for example, see column 1, lines 52-59), or 
alternatively, via a navigation key having "step-up/step-down" functionality (for example, see 
column 2, lines 50-62). A cursor, in the form of the currently selected character being shown in 
highlight, denotes the user's designated position in the list (for example, see column 1, lines 30- 
591 and figure 3). Accordingly, each candidate character's position in the list is indicative of a 
number of keystrokes for the character, or more specifically, the number of keystrokes required 
to navigate to the character in the list. Upon navigation to a particular character, the user may 
select the character for entrance into a user-entered character string by depressing the roller 
wheel only once (for example, see column 1, lines 30-59), or if a navigation key having step- 
up/step-down functionality provides the navigation means, the user may select the character by 
pressing a second key, e.g. a soft key only once (for example, see column 2, lines 50-62). The 
plurality of characters in the candidate list, i.e. preselection window, may comprise at least one 
digit and at least one letter (for example, see column 7, lines 15-50). Accordingly, Kraft teaches: 
defining at least one key, specifically a navigation key (i.e. a roller wheel or a key with step- 
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up/step-down functionality) and a selection key, to have an associated plurality of characters 
including at least one digit and at least one letter, with one of the plurality of characters able to 
be input using a particular number of keystrokes of a navigation key associated with the 
character; requiring that a key, e.g. a selection key, associated with one digit be pressed only 
once based on input of another digit when a string of characters is input; requiring that a key, 
e.g. a selection key, associated with one letter be pressed only once based on input of another 
letter when the string of characters is input; and displaying at least one preselection window 
simultaneously showing the plurality of characters which can be input using the at least one key 
in an order which corresponds to a current association between each character and the number of 
keystrokes which are required for inputting each character, wherein the currently selected 
character is shown in highlight. Kraft is thus considered to teach a method like that of claim 24, 
which is for inputting alphanumeric characters. Kraft teaches that such a method may be 
implemented on a portable communication device, such as a cell phone, comprising keys for 
input (i.e. for the navigation and selection described above), a memory device, and a processor 
(for example, see column 3, line 51 - column 5, Ime 41). Such a portable communication device 
implementing the above-described method of Kraft is considered an apparatus like that of claim 
26. 

In reference to claims 25 and 26, Kraft discloses that, in addition to alphanumeric 
characters, various symbols may be displayed in the candidate list, i.e. preselection window (for 
example, see column 7, lines 15-50). The user may navigate through the list of candidate 
characters in the preselection window via depressible roller wheel (for example, see column 1, 
lines 52-59), or alternatively, via a navigation key having "step-up/step-down" functionality (for 
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example, see column 2, lines 50-62). Upon navigation to a particular character, the user may 
select the character for entrance into a user-entered character string by depressing the roller 
wheel only once (for example, see column 1, Unes 30-59), or if a navigation key having step- 
up/step-down fiinctionality provides the navigation means, the user may select the character by 
selecting a second key, e.g. a soft key, only once (for example, see column 2, lines 50-62). 
Accordingly, the input of a character within the Ust requires that a key, e.g. a soft key, associated 
with the character be selected only once. Kraft thus teaches that symbols may be input as well as 
alphanumeric characters, such that, in response to the input of a fu"st symbol, the input of a 
second symbol requires that a key associated with the second symbol be pressed only once. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event. 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blaine Basom whose telephone number is (571) 272-4044. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfril, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



btb 

11/23/2005 




